
Sunday, May 23

6:00 p.m. Welcome Reception 
(Hilton St. Petersburg Bayfront) 

Monday, May 24

8:00 a.m. Breakfast

8:30 a.m. Welcome and Institute overview

9:00 a.m. Creating a document-driven newsroom
Explore how Freedom of Information laws work, and exam-
ine the rights and responsibilities of the press. Topics in this 
session include: creating a document-driven thought pro-
cess in the newsroom; learning FOIA jargon; negotiating for 
information; conveying why access is essential to democ-
racy; knowing the law and your rights; and practical uses 
of public information. Learn how FOI laws can be used to 
create quality journalism and get some ideas for producing 
stories of your own. (Charles Davis, executive director, Na-
tional Freedom of Information Coalition; associate professor, 
University of Missouri School of Journalism).

noon Lunch

1:00 p.m. Ethics, Values and Responsible Reporting
Review the principles of SPJ’s Code of Ethics. Dig deeper into 
these essential topics: the process of making sound, defen-
sible decisions; understanding, avoiding and disclosing con-
flicts of interest; the reporter-source relationship; plagiarism 
and attribution; leading ethics conversations in your news-
room; ethics and your personal life; understanding your own 
thresholds; and accountability to the public and the profes-
sion. (Adrian Uribarri, staff writer, Chicago Current and mem-
ber of SPJ’s Ethics Committee).

4:00 p.m. Break

4:15 p.m. ask the Expert
An opportunity for participants to talk frankly about the 
journalism industry. (Pam Fine, Knight Chair, University of 
Kansas; former managing editor, The Indianapolis Star).

6:00 p.m. dinner at Poynter

TuESday, May 25

8:00 a.m. Breakfast

8:30 a.m. Fair and Impartial Reporting 
Journalists strive to report fairly and impartially, but it can be 
a struggle to balance that goal with the biases all journalists, 
as humans, have. The goal of the session is to encourage par-
ticipants to focus on recognizing and understanding those 
biases in order to be completely fair to their audiences. (Ken-
neth Irby, Director of Diversity, The Poynter Institute).

10:00 a.m. Break

10:15 a.m. – 4:45 p.m.  
 Multimedia Session with Stacia deshishku,  
 director of coverage, Cnn
Sessions will include Writing for the Web, Using Blogging 
and Social Media to Enhance Coverage, Storytelling Strate-
gies for Solo Journalists and Teams and How to Manage Your 
Career and Make Yourself Indispensable.

12:45 p.m. Lunch

5:00 p.m. Writing Tools: 50 Essential Strategies for 
Every Reporter & Editor

This workshop will cover 50 essential writing strategies, 
drawn from the book “Writing Tools.” Participants will dis-
cuss how such strategies are used in powerful texts, and 
experiment with their own writing. (Dr. Roy Peter Clark, vice 
president and senior scholar, The Poynter Institute.)

6:30 p.m. dinner on your own 

WEdnESday, May 26

8:00 a.m. Breakfast

9:00 a.m. Finding Great Stories
(Lane DeGregory, staff writer, St. Petersburg Times)

11:00 a.m. Break

11:15 a.m. Closing discussion, lunch and departure 
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